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Wherein  is  clearly  prov'd, 

I.  That  there  never  was  fuch  an  Animal  in  the  World, 

II.  That  God  never  made  it. 

III.  That  the  Devil  cannot  make  it. 

IV.  That  it  is  Impudence  to  aflert  it. 

V.  That  it  is  Stupidity  to  believe  it. 

VI.  That  it  is  a  mere  Fidtion  of  his  own  Brain. 

VII.  That  it  is  contrary  to  the  Opinion  ofthemoft 
learned  Phyftcians  and  Philofophers  in  our  Days, 
who  maintain  the  Truth  of  Univocal  Generation . 


By  a  Lover  of  Truth  and  Learning . 


For  Knaves  and  Fools  being  near  a- kin 9 
As  Dutch  Boors  to  a  Sooterkin. 

Hud.  Part  III.  Cant.  III. 
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THE 

SOOTERKIN 

DISSECTED. 


MONG  the  antient  Jews  there 
were  a  fort  of  Natural 
Philosophers  who  are  by 
the  Rabbins  called  Sapient es  In- 
quifitionis,  or  Sapientes  Scrutationis,  from 
their  diligent  Enquiry  after  natural  Cau- 
fos.  Among  the  Heathens  we  have  a  con- 
fiderable  Number  who  were  no  lefs  care¬ 
ful  in  purluing  the  lame  Study ;  but  the 
Modern  Chriftians  excell  them  both  from 
better  Opportunities  they  have  in  the  Im¬ 
provements  of  Learning. 

A  a 


The 


(  +  ) 

The  other  Day  going  thro’  among 
the  Booklellers-Shops  (as  is  my  Cuftom 
when  I  read  in  the  News-Papers  of  any 
Book  Just  now  Published)  I 
found  one  bearing  this  Title,  The 
Female  Physician,  By  John  Man - 
hr  ay,  M.  D.  I  was  mightily  taken  with  it, 
becaufe  the  fir  ft  Chapter  treated  of  G  od. 
Now  thought  I,  this  certainly  muft  be  a 
good  Book,  and  nothing  but  Truth  in 
it.  I  was  foon  undeceived,  and  found 
the  common  Proverb  verified,  that.  In 
nomine  Dei  'met Jit  omne  malum.  Being  defi- 
rous  to  be  acquainted  with  the  Author ,  I 
font  a  Letter  by  the  Hands  of  Mr.  Gilbert 
Knowles-,  foon  after  you  was  fo  kind  as  to 
Day  me  a  Vifit,  and  defired  me  to  give  my 
Remarks  on  your  Book,  which  I  could 
not  then  do,  having  read  little  ofitj  but 
afterwards  going  forward,  till  I  came  to 
Page  375,  I  met  with  a  ltrange  Paflage 
concerning  the  De  Suyger,  which  I  fhall 
here  tranforibe  in  your  own  "Words,  and 
give  you  my  Thoughts  freely  of  it,  and 
refer  them  to  the  Judgment  of  the  learn¬ 
ed  World. 

c  That 
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c  That  theft  Births  in  thoft  Parts  are 
c  often  attended  and  accompanied  with  a 
K  monftrous  little  Animal,  the  liked:  of  any 
e  Thing  in  Shape  and  Size  to  a  Moodi- 
f  warp,  having  a  hook’d  Snout,  fiery 
f  fparkling  Eyes,  a  long  round  Neck,  and 
f  an  acuminated  Ihort  Tail,  of  an  extra- 
f  ordinary  agility  of  Feet.  At  firft  Sight 
f  of  the  World’s  Light,  it  commonly  yells 

*  and  fhrieks  fearfully,  and  feeking  for 

*  a  lurking  Hole,  runs  up  and  down 

*  like  a  little  Daemon  j  which  indeed  I 
e  took  it  for  the  firft  time  I  law  it,  and 
c  that  for  none  of  the  better  Sort.  More- 
1  over, 

f  The  following  accidental  Paflage  is  lo 
f  remarkable,  that  I  cannot  pals  it  by,  in 
c  order  to  convince  and  latisfy  others  of 
r  this  admirable  Truth  j  namely,  that  not 
£  many  Years  ago,  in  coming  from  Ger- 
<  many  over  Eaft  and  Weft  Friejland  to 

*  Holland ,  I  took  Paflage  in  the  ordinary 
f  Fare-Veflel  from  the  City  of  Harlingen 
c  for  Amjlerdam,  over  what  they  call  the 
‘  Z’wyder  Zee,  which  is  commonly  reck- 
‘  oned  a  Voyage  of  ten  or  twelve  Hours, 

i  c  tho' 
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f  tho’  at  this  time  we  happen’d  to  be  near 
1  thirty  fix  Hours  on  our  Voyage.  A- 
c  mongft  the  better  Sort  of  Paflengers, 

(  who  polfefs’d  the  Cabbin,  there  happen- 
‘  ed  to  be  a  Woman  big  with  Child,  of 
‘  a  very  creditable  Afpect,  who  afterwards 

*  told  me,  that  {he  was  bound  for  Am- 
‘  jlerdam,  on  purpole  to  buy  fome  Ne- 
(  celfaries  for  her  Lying-in  at  the  eafiefl: 

‘  Rate.  When  in  the  interim  the  good 
c  provident  W oman  was  taken  all  at  once 
‘  aboard  the  Ship  with  a  fudden  furprizing 

*  Labour;  upon  which  Occafion,  in  fliort, 
c  I  immediately  lent  her  a  helping  Hand. 
(  Upon  the  Membranes  giving  way,  the 
‘  forementioned  Animal  made  its  wonder- 

*  ful  egrels,  filling  my  Ears  with  difmal 
c  Shrieks,  and  my  Mind  with  greater  Con- 
‘  Jlernation ;  when  not  immediately  recol- 

*  lecting  what  I  had  either  read  or  heard 
c  of  this  Monfter,  I  could  not  help  con- 
c  tinuing  in  my  Surprize,  untill  I  heard 
‘  fome  of  our  accidental  Company  call 
r  it  De  Suyger,  as  they  went  about  to  kill 
c  it ;  upon  which  I  immediately  laid  the 
c  Woman  of  a  pretty  plump  Girl,  who, 

‘  not- 
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‘  notwithftanding  all  this,  had  no  Deformi- 

*  ty  upon  her,  lave  only  many  dark  livid 

*  Spots  all  over  its  Body,  which  I  prog- 
£  nofticated  might  turn  to  an  universal 

*  Scurf  j  in  the  mean  time  I  order’d  the 
£  exprels’d  Oil  of  Almonds  to  be  diligent— 
£  ly  uled  as  foon  as  we  landed.  After- 

*  wards  I  had  occafion  to  talk  to  fome  of 
£  the  mod:  learned  Men  of  the  feveral  U- 
1  niverfities  in  thele  Provinces  upon  this 
£  Head,  who  ingenioully  told  me,  that  it 
£  was  lo  common  a  thing  among  the  lea- 
£  faring  and  meaner  fort  of  People,  that 
£  fcarce  one  of  thefe  Women  in  three  ef- 
£  caped  this  kind  of  ftrange  Birth,  which 
£  my  own  fmall  Pradice  among  them  af- 
£  terwards  confirm’d,  infomuch,  that  I  al- 
£  ways  as  much  expeded  the  Thing  De 
£  Suyger  as  the  Child  it  felf;  and  befides, 
£  the  Women  in  like  manner  make  a  lui- 

*  table  Preparation  to  receive  it  warmly, 
£  and  throw  it  into  the  Fire,  holding  Sheets 
£  before  the  Chimney  that  it  may  not  get 
£  off,  as  it  always  endeavours  to  lave  it 
£  felf  by  getting  into  fome  Hole  or  Cor- 
£  ner.  They  properly  call  it  De  Suyger , 

£  which 
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4  which  is  (in  our  Language)  the  Sucker, 
4  becaufe  like  a  Leech  it  fucks  up  the  In- 
4  fane’s  Blood  and  Aliment.  Upon  this 
4  Head,  and  to  this  Purpole,  I  might  pro- 
4  duce  the  Authorities  of  fundry  good 
4  Writers,  but  fhall  content  my  (elf  here 
4  at  p  re  lent  with  one  of  the  lame  Nation, 
4  (viz. )  the  mold  learned  and  eminent  Le- 
4  vims  L-emnius,  who  gives  us  a  very  re- 
4  markable  and  particular  Account  at  large 
4  of  a  certain  Birth  which  began  with  a 
4  monftrous  Mole,  fucceeded  by  a  Sucker, 
4  and  ended  by  a  Production  of  an  excar- 
4  nificaced  Male-child.  Thefe  Things 
4  being  fo,  and  proceeding  merely  from 
4  the  immediate  Reafons  above-men tion’d, 
4  ouoht  to  be  a  memorable  Caution  to  all 

O 

4  Parents,  that  in  their  Conjugal  Duties 
4  they  behave  themfelves  orderly  and  de- 
4  cently,  and  not  like  infatiable  Brutes, 
4  but  like  rational  Men,  to  the  End  that 
4  their  Families  may  be  preferv’d,  and 
4  their  Perions  fucceeded,  not  by  an  op- 
4  probrious  Race,  but  by  an  univocal  Ge- 
4  iteration  of  hopeful  Children ;  Men  of 
4  Probity  and  Integrity  both  in  Body  and 
4  Mind.  •  Now, 


(9) 

Now,  Sir,  left  I  fliould  exceed  the 
Bounds  of  a  Letter,  it’s  time  for  me  to 
proceed  to  the  Diffedlion  of  this  Animal „ 
Firft,  you  call  it  a  monjlrous  little  Animal : 
Here  you  ftumble  in  the  very  Threiliold  j 
you  fliould  have  call’d  it  a  prodigious  little 
Animal.  This  is  clear  from  the  Definiti¬ 
on  of  the  two  Words  Monjlrous,  i.e.  what 
Thing  loever  is  brought  forth  contrary  of 
the  common  Degree  and  Order  of  Na¬ 
ture  ;  fo  we  term  that  infant  monjlrous, 
which  is  born  with  one  Arm  alone,  or 
with  two  Heads.  Prodigious,  is  that  which 
happens  contrary  to  the  whole  Courle  of 
Nature,  i.  e.  altogether  different  and  dif- 
lenting  from  Nature,  as  if  a  Woman 
Ihould  be  delivered  of  a  Snake,  a  Dog, 
or  a  Sooterkin.  You  call  it  little,  it  muft 
needs  be  fo,  becaule  there  was  a  pretty 
plump  Girl  to  come  after  it ;  and  if  ic 
had  been  big,  there  had  been  no  room 
for  them  both.  You  compare  it  to  a 
Moodi'warp,  the  moft  part  of  your  Englijh 
Readers  will  not  know  what  you  mean, 
a  blind  Story  I  fear.  You  fay  it  yell’d  and 
fqueek’d  fearfully,  why  did  you  not  fay 

B  in 
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it  fpoke  too  ?  which  if  it  had,  furc  it  had 
forbidden  you  to  publifh  (uch  ridiculous 
Nonfenfe  to  the  World,  and  to  propagate 
fuch  a  notorious  Lie  to  Pofterity.  It 
leems  you  have  forgotten  what  the  Apo- 
ftle  lays,  refufe  profane  and  old  Wives  Fa¬ 
bles,  i  Tim.  iv.  7. 

Y ou  lay  it  fought  a  lurking  Hole  well 
it  might,  as  blufhing  to  be  deforibed  in 
fuch  a  manner.  You  lay  ’twas  like  a 
little  Daemon  ;  it  was  well  for  the  Woman 
Hie  was  dilpoflefs’d  of  fo  bad  an  Inhabi¬ 
tant.  But,  Sir,  it  leems  to  me  you  have 
read  but  little  Divinity,  elte  you  would 
never  diftinguifh  Damons  into  great  Da¬ 
mons  and  little  Damons.  You  call  it  none 
of  the  bell  •  here  you  are  guilty  of  ano¬ 
ther  Blunder,  for  no  Damon  is  good  :  if 
you  had  dillinguifhed  Angels  into  good 
and  bad,  you  had  done  right.  You  lpeak 
or  its  extraordinary  agility  of  Feet,  which 
encreales  my  Wonder  ■,  you  talk  of  its 
fparkling  Eyes,  were  not  the  Arteries  of 
your  own  Eyes  then  inflam’d  5  you  mull 
needs  know  the  Conditions  of  diftindt 
Vihon  ■  I:irft,  The  Organ  mull 


be  well 
dilpoled. 


( 11  ) 

dilpoled.  Secondly,  There  mu  ft  be  a 
due  Diftance.  Thirdly,  There  muft  be 
a  proper  Medium.  Pray,  Sir,  had  you 
it  in  your  Hand  ?  did  you  contribute  no¬ 
thing  to  its  wonderful  egrefs  ?  had  it  Fea¬ 
thers,  Scales  or  Hair  upon  it  ?  I  need  not 
ask  you  if  you  had  it  by  the  Tail,  for  I 
luppofe  its  Shortnefs  would  not  let  you 
hold  it;  yet  methinks  you  might  have 
held  it  by  its  hooked  Snout.  It’s  ftrange 
to  me  that  the  Royal  Academy  of  Scien¬ 
ces  at  Paris  has  not  this  Raricy.  I  went 
to  the  Royal  Society  in  London  to  ask  for 
it,  an  ingenious  Member  told  me  it  was 
not  there.  Y ou  lay  you  have  talk'd  nvith 
learned  Men  in  Holland  about  it,  fo  have 
I,  and  they  all  call  it  a  vulgar  Error. 

I  have  lately  (ecu  a  Book  of  Ruyfchius, 
call’d,  c  Traclatio  Anatomica  de  Mufculo  in 
( f  undo  uteri,  page  i  G.  where  he  confef- 
c  ies,  that  after  hxty  two  Years  Pradice 
‘  in  difleding  diverle  Bodies  of  Women 
‘  in  Holland,  he  never  law  this  Animal. 

(  But  e  contrario,  quando  formam  Maffce 
‘  ex  Secali  comprejpe  Jimilem  adapt ne  funt 
i  h.c  <e% >o  pro  Molis  vol antibus  habentur 

B  i  c  cujus  . 
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cuius  denominationes  deque  ac  Relationes 

4  fuperjlitioni  [uperjlrucla  funt,  prolixiore 

5  dilucidatione  parum  indigentes. 

I  have  difeourfed  with  the  Dutch  Mid¬ 
wives  and  Nurfes  about  this  Animal ,  but 
they  are  all  clear  to  give  their  Affidavits, 
that  it  has  no  Exigence  in  Nature,  which 
brings  me  to  the  next  thing  I  intended 
to  prove,  viz.  that  there  is  no  fuch  Ani¬ 
mal  in  the  World.  I  confefs,  Sir,  I  have 
undertaken  a  very  difficult  Task,  feeing 
it  is  affirm'd  by  a  Gentleman  of  your 
Senfe  and  Education,  and  it  is  hard  for 
me  to  prove  a  Negative;  for  affirmanti 
mcumlit  probatio.  For  once  I  fhall  tranf- 
grefs  the  Rules  of  Logick,  and  range  my 
Thoughts  (for  Method’s  fake)  into  the 
following  Order, 

Ftrjl,  I  fhall  endeavour  to  prove  that 
there  never  was  fuch  an  Animal  in 
the  World. 

Secondly ,  That  God  never  made  it. 

Thirdly,  That  the  Devil  cannot  make  it. 

Fourthly ,  That  it  is  Impudence  to  af- 
fert  it.  I 

“  -  Fifthly* 
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% 

Fifthly,  That  it  is  Stupidity  to  be¬ 
lieve  it. 

Sixthly,  That  it  is  a  mere  FiCcion  of 
your  own  Brain. 

Seventhly,  That  it  is  contrary  to  the 
Opinion  of  the  moft  learned  Phy- 
ficians  and  Philofophers  in  our  Days, 
who  maintain  the  Truth  of  Univo¬ 
cal  Generation. 

9  '  ..  » 

I  lhall  join  the  firft  and  fecond  Head 
together,  becauie  of  their  near  Connecti¬ 
on  j  for  certainly  if  ever  it  had  any  Ex- 
iftence  in  the  World,  God  (who  is  the 
Framer  of  all  Things)  mull  be  the  Ma¬ 
ker  of  it.  We  have  a  known  Maxim, 
that  Feus  &  Natura  nihil  faciunt  frujlra. 
Pray,  Sir,  where  is  the  Ufe  of  this  Ani¬ 
mal?  Is  it  to  fuck  up  the  Child’s  Aliment  in 
the  Womb,  or  to  be  catch’d  and  thrown 
into  the  Fire  voith  Sheets  before  the  Chimney 
as  you  relate  it  ?  God  made  every  Thing  af¬ 
ter  its  Kind,  Genef  i.  2 1 .  and  fanv  that  it 
voas  good,  verf  zz.  and  God  bleffed  them. 
I’mfure  your  Sooterkin  is  of  no  kind  of  A- 
mal,  for  if  it  is,  it  muft  of  neceffity  be 

either 
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either  Oviparous  or  Viviparous ,  Male  or 
Female,  or  Hermaphrodite  j  it  mu  ft  needs 
have  a  Parent  Animal,  for  Nothing  can 
create  or  beget  Nothing.  This  implies  a 
Contradiction,  unlels  you  let  up  for  fpon- 
taneous  Generation,  and  that  there  is  iuch 
a  Bird  as  the  Phoenix.  The  ignorant  Vul¬ 
gar  are  certainly  in  the  right,  who  alcribe 
the  Cauie  of  this  Animal  to  the  Moon, 
for  nothing  but  Lunacy  can  produce  it. 
If  there  is  any  luch  thing  as  equivocal 
Generation  ;  Why  not  a  Bird  or  a  Man 
produced  this  way  (ometimes  ?  Why  no 
new  Species  nowand  then?  There  muft 
certainly  be  a  pre- exiftent  Animalcule. 
I  can't  allow  mv  left  to  believe  that  the 

J 

Stoves  produced  them,  becaule  thele  are 
generally  tiled  in  Churches,  and  the  Mi- 
nifters  Would  forbid  them.  No  Animal 
is  bred  of-  Corruption  whatever  be  its  Ni¬ 
dus.  Htidihras  was  but  in  his  Philolo- 
phy  when  he  laid, 

f  ,  •  .  ‘  ^  r  .  ’  **  '  \  J 

Jujl.Uhe  a  Maggot  in  a  Sore, 

Docs  that  ‘which  gave  it  Life  devour , 


How 
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How  can  they  breed  when  the  Parent- 
Animal  be  deftroyed  ?  When  we  kill  our 
Bugs  here,  they  return  not  again,  but 
your  Sooterkin  returns  often  though  it  be 
burnt  if  they  are  fo  plenty  as  you  lay  in 
Holland ,  that  Icarce  one  in  three  of  the 
Sea-faring  Men’s  Wives  elcapes  having 
them,  it  were  good  Buliinels  for  lome  to 
be  Sooterkin- Midwives,  ox  Sooterkin  Catch¬ 
ers  there.  All  the  Creatures  which  God 
made  were  very  good,  but  your  Sooterkin 
is  not  very  good,  ergo  God  never  made  it ; 
probatur  minor.  That  is  not  very  good  that 
fucks  up  the  poor  dear  Infant’s  Blood  and 
Aliment,  but  your  Sooterkin  fucks  up  the 
poor  dear  Infant’s  Blood  and  Aliment, 
ergo  your  Sooterkin  is  not  very  good,  Gen. 
i.  j  i .  and  God  faw  emery  thing  that  he 
had  made ,  and  behold ,  it  ‘was  very  good 
I  appeal  to  tender  hearted  and  affectionate 
Mothers  for  the  Proof  of  the  major  Pro- 
polition.  I  appeal  to  your  own  Delcrip- 
tion  of  this  Animal  for  the  Proof  of  the 
Minor,  and  (I  hope)  nay,  I’m  fure,  you 
can’t  deny  the  Conclufion.  The  Dutch 
Mothers  call  their  Children  Sooterkints,  i.  e. 
i  a  Iweet 
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a  fweet  Child,  but  are  Strangers  to  your 
De  Suyger.  Having  clear’d  this  Point, 
the  next  is  evident  (viz.)  that  if  God  has 
not  made  it,  the  Devil  can’t.  Prov’d  by 
this  Syllogifm,  he  that  can’t  create  a  Fly 
cannot  create  a  Sooterkin  j  but  the  Devil 
can’t  create  a  Fly,  ergo  he  can’t  create  a 
Sooterkin.  I  prove  the  Minor  thus,  he 
that  can  create  a  Fly  muft  be  Omnipotent, 
but  the  Devil  is  not  Omnipotent,  ergo 
he  can’t  create  a  Fly,  far  lels  a  Sooterkin > 
with  a  hook’d  Snout,  fiery  Iparkling  Eyes, 
a  long  round  Neck,  and  an  acuminated 
fhort  Tail,  with  an  extraordinary  agility 
of  Feet,  &c.  Poffibly  you’ll  object  and 
fay,  that  the  Devil  made  thole  Lice  and 
fwarms  of  Flies  and  Frogs  which  were 
lent  upon  /Egypt.  I  anfwer,  he  did  no 
luch  thing,  but  'only  deluded  the  Senles, 
he  being  Prince  of  the  Power  of  the  Air 
can  condenfate  it,  and  by  the  Divine  Per- 
miflion  turn  it  into  what  Shape  hepleales  j 
but  I  am  more  apt  to  think  that  it  was 
the  Devil  himfelf  than  any  Creature  of 
his  making,  that  it  was  fome  Hobgoblin, 
Fairy  or  other  lent  to  affright  you  and  the 

reft 
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reft  of  the  Palfengers  in  the  Veil'd.  Evil 
Spirits  can  fometimes  turn  themfelves  into 
various  Shapes  and  wondrous  Forms  j  fuch 
asSerpents,Toads,  Owls,  Lapwings,  Crows, 
Ravens,  Goats,  Hogs,  Dogs,  Afles,  Cats, 
Rats,  Wolves,  Bulls,  Sooterkins.  if  the 
Devil  can  create  one  thing,  why  not  ano¬ 
ther?  why  not  Gold,  Silver,  and  precious 
Stones  ?  and  if  Co,  why  are  his  Favourites 
fb  poor?  I  hope  this  is  clear’d  up  beyond 
all  exception.  I  come  to  the  next  thing, 
which  was  to  prove. 

That  it  is  Impudence  to  aifert  it. 

But  for  brevity  fake,  I  fhall  join  this  and 
the  following  Head  together,  <vi%. 

That  it  is  Stupidity  to  believe  it. 

Excule  me.  Sir,  If  I  ana  unwilling  to 
be  impos’d  upon  in  my  Intellectuals  by  any 
Man’s  ctVTog  s(pyj  i.  e.  #  dixit,  be  his  Cha¬ 
racter  what  it  will.  Arifotle  is  my  Friend. 
Plato  is  my  Friend ;  but  Truth  is  my  greater 
Friend.  I  was  once  in  Converlation  with 
a  Gentleman  who  boldly  affirm’d,  he  could 
lift  a  Man’s  Shadow  and  put  it  in  between 
the  Sun  and  him.  I  paus’d  a  little,  and  con- 
fider’d  this  Alfertion  to  be  contrary  to  this 
eftablilh’d  Law  of  Nature,  that  if  you  place 

C  an 
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an  Opake  Body  between  a  luminous  Body 
and  a  plane,  it  will  call  a  Shadow  in  a  diredt 
Line.  I  ask’d  what  he  would  have  for  this 
Performance.  He  told  me,  a  Guinea.  Hold, 
Sir,  laid  I,  before  I’ll  give  you  this,  you’ll 
be  pleas’d  to  anfwer  me  a  few  Queftions. 
i .  Can  you  flop  the  diurnal  Rotation  of 
the  Earth  upon  its  own  Axis  from  Weft  to 
Eaft  ?  % .  Gan  you  flop  the  Motion  of  the 
Earth  round  its  own  Orbit  from  Eaft  to 
Weft?  3.  Can  you  flop  the  Flux  and  Re¬ 
flux  of  the  Sea?  Can  you  make  Iron,  which 
is  ipecifically  heavier  than  the  Column  of 
Water,  on  which  you  lay  it,  fwim  ?  He  an- 
fvvered  no,  Sir,  I  cannot  indeed.  Then 
laid  I,  neither  can  you  perform  what  you 
have  undertaken  :  he  that  can  alter  one  Lavf 
of  Nature  can  alter  all  the  Laws  of  Nature, 
therefore  you  cannot  alter  this.  A  very 
fine  Gentleman  who  was  in  the  Company, 
and  had  Uni verfity- Education,  was  lo  well 
pleas  d  with  my  way  of  Realoning,  that 
they  hils’d  the  other  to  Scorn.  Now,  Sir, 
I’ll  make  a  very  fair  Bargain  with  you, I’ll  give 
you  a  Guinea  for  every  Sooterkin  you  bring 
over  from  Holland,  provided  the  Mother 
and  Midwife  Hull  atteft  it,  and  the  Royal 
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Society  in  London  lliall  be  Judges  whether 
’tis  the  very  Sooterkin  or  not.  Never  think 
to  cram  down  my  Throat  fuch  a  notorious 
Impofture.  To  deal  plainly  with  you.  Sir, 
(for  I  hate  Flattery)  you  lay  you  could  not 
pals  by  this  fo  remarkable  and  accidental  a 
Pallage  in  order  to  latisfy  and  convince  o- 
thers  of  this  admirable  Truth  j  allow  me  to 
be  infpir’d  with  the  lame  Zeal  for  Truth  as 
you  are,  and  be  not  angry  with  me,  tho’  I 
endeavour  to  latisfy  and  convince  others  of 
this  admirable  Falfhood.  I  appeal  to  your 
lelf,  if  you  would  not  call  it  impudence  to 
affirm,  that  the  Ravens  bring  forth  their 
Young  at  their  Mouth,  and  the  JVeejle 
propagates  at  the  Ear  j  that  the  Male  is  chang¬ 
ed  into  the  Female ,  and  the  Female  into  the 
Male ;  that  Moles  are  bred  of  the  Earth,  and 
Vipers  out  of  Allies  ■,  that  Lice  are  made  of 
Sweat  and  Mites  of  old  Cheele  5  that  W alps 
are  made  of  theFlelh  of  Horfcs  and  Bees  are 
made  out  of  Rue  5  that  Beetles  are  made  out 
of  Cows  Dung, and  Scorpions  out  ofWood- 
Bajil,  that  Herbs  are  made  out  of  Animals, 
and  Animals  out  of  Herbs  j  that  Smallage  and 
Afparagus  are  made  out  of  the  Horn  of  a 
Stag  or  Roe-buck:  Admirable  Untruths! 

'  C  z  fuch 
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fuch  a  Truth  as  your  Sooterkin.  I  ferioufly 
declare  that  it  was  not  Vain-glory,  Arro- 
gancy,  or  Prefumptiort,  Envy  or  Prejudice 
at  your  Perfon  that  has  put  me  upon  wri¬ 
ting  this  Letter  to  you,  but  having  apply- 
ed  my  Mind  to  the  Study  of  Nature,  and 
to  the  diligent  fearching  into  the  Secrets 
thereof,  1  could  not  forbear  fending  you 
my  Remarks  upon  this  Animal.  Seeing 
you  one  Day  upon  Change,  I  told  you 
I  would  print  againft  it,  and  1  exped  your 
Anfwer  fo  foon  as  your  Conveniency  will 
allow.  1  hate  all  perfonal  Reflections,  and 
love  dearly  to  keep  clofe  to  the  Subject  in 
hand.  I  regard  not  (Mis  dixit  fed  (Mid 
DiUuni,  who  fays  it,  but  what  is  laid. 
The  next  Thing  in  order  to  be  proved  is. 

That  it  is  a  meerFidion  ofyour  own  Brain. 

It’s  hardly  to  be  imagined  that  a  Gentle¬ 
man  of  your  Letters  can  be  ignorant  that 
the  different  Ways  of  knowing  the  Exiftence 
of  any  Being  may  be  reduced  to  thefe  Four, 
Perception,  Judgment,  Reafon,  and  Senfation. 
Y ou  can  never  pretend  to  the  three  former 
of  thefe,  whatever  Recourfe  you  may  have 
to  the  la  ft.  Are  you  fure,  Sir,  your  Senfes 
were  not  deceived  ?  Are  you  very  fure  ?  I’ll 

give 
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give  you  five  Experiments  to  prove  that 
Men  of  the  cleared  Heads,  profounded 
Judgments,  readied  Wit,  deeped  Under- 
danding  and  brighted  Parts  may  have  their 
Sends  deceived  fometimes:  Firjl,  When 
they  are  dreaming,  they  very  often  hear  Sounds 
and  fie  Colours ,  tho’  in  reality  there  is  no 
fuch  thing.  Pray,  Sir,  of  what  Colour  was 
this  Sooterkin?  Was  ic  black,  or  blue,  or  red, 
or  ‘white,  or  green,  or  yellow:,  or  a  Mixture 
of  all  thefo,  or  was  it  fpotted?  Secondly, 
Perfons  in  a  Phrenzy,  or  a  violent  Fever, 
fee  things  without  them  which  really  are 
not.  Thirdly,  Some  Perfons  often  hear 
ringing  of  Bells  in  their  Ears,  or  a  certain 
Sound  which  they  judge  to  be  at  a  great 
didance,  when  the  Caule  of  it  is  very  near 
them  (elves,  tho’  at  the  lame  time  there  is 
no  fuch  thing.  Fourthly,  Some  Perfons  i- 
magine,  that  a  Candle  or  any  other  finall 
Objeft  at  a  didance  appears  double;  this  is 
the  Cafe  of  Men  in  Drink,  or  of  thofewho 
prels  the  Corner  of  their  Eye  with  their 
Finger,  fo  that  then  there  will  appear  to  be 
two  Objedts.  Are  you  very  lure  there 
was  but  one  Sooterkin  ?  Could  not  your 
fmall  Practice  in  thole  Parts  difcover  two  at ' 

aBirth? 
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a  Birth  ?  what  no  Tw in-Sooterkins  as  web 
as  in  other  Animals  ?  Fifthly ,  Some  Perlons 
if  they  wink  in  the  Dark  with  their  Eyes 
upon  the  Flame  of  a  Candle  at  a  little  diG 
ranee,  they  fhall  imagine  they  lee  Rays  of 
Light,  which  !eem  to  ftream  from  the  Flame 
upwards  and  downwards  in  the  Air,  and 
yet  really  they  are  nothing.  Be  lo  kind  as 
to  let  me  know,  whether  in  the  Night,  or 
by  Day-light,  you  law  this  Sooterkin,  then 
I  fhall  be  more  capable  to  judge.  I  look 
upon  your  Sooterkin  to  be  of  the  lame  Spe¬ 
cies  with  Hirco -cervus,  ensrationis ,  Chimera, 
unity  erf  ale  a  parte  ret,  of  an  imaginary  Ex¬ 
igence.  I  come  now  to  the  lalt  Thing, 
which  is  to  prove.  That  it  is  contrary  to 
the  Opinion  of  the  moft  learned  Phyfici- 
ans  and  Philofophers  in  our  Days,  who 
maintain  the  Truth  oi  Univocal  Generation. 

Leil  I  fhould  leem  partial  and  invidious, 
and  to  have  a  Dehgn  againft  you  more  than 
another  Man,  I  fhall  put  all  the  equivocal 
Gentlemen  and  Sooterkin-Do&ors  together, 
and  anfwer  them  alter  the  lame  manner. 
Your  firll  Patron  is  Holler  ins,  lib.de  Morh. 
inter  cap.  i  .  tells  us,  that  a  certain  Italian, 
by  frequent  Imelling  to  the  Herb  Bafl, 

'  •  had 
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bad  a  Scorpion  bred  in  his  Brain,  which 
caus’d  lone  and  vehement  Pain,  and  at  length 
Death.  Anatomy  fliews  us  no  Paliage  up 
the  Noftril  to  the  Brain.  I  hope  our  Snuff- 
takers  will  beware  of  this  Herb  as  they  would 
of  a  Scorpion.  Perhaps  it  has  gone  down 
the  Gullet  into  the  Stomach,  circulates  with 
the  Blood,  relied  in  the  Brain  as  its  proper 
Nidus  together  with  your  Sooterkin. 

Fernelius  is  another  learned  Man  on  your 
fide,  who  tells  us  of  a  certain  Soldier  who 
was  flat  noled  upon  the  too  long  Rellraint 
of  a  certain  filthy  Matter  that  flow’d  out 
of  the  Nole,  that  there  were  generated  two 
hairy  Worms  of  the  Bignels  of  one’s  Fin- 
which  at  length  made  him  mad.  I 

O 


ger. 


went  the  other  Day  to  lee  one  of  the  learn- 
edell  Men  in  this  City,  a  great  Naturalill, 
as  well  as  a  great  Divine,  and  talk’d  leri- 
oufly  with  him  about  this  Sooterkin  (for 
you  mull  think)  I  have  been  at  great  Pains 
to  find  it  out,  and  he  told  me  there  was 
no  fuch  Animal,  and  none  but  a  Madman 
would  affirm  it :  I  was  truly  afraid  there  was 
a  lloppage  of  lome  certain  filthy  Matter  in 
your  Nole  which  might  occafion  this  Phren- 
zy.  Lewis  Duvet,  alto  a  Man  of  great  Learn¬ 
ing 
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ing  and  Credit  affirms  he  had  come  forth 
with  his  Urine  a  quick  Creature,  of  Colour 
Red,  otherwife  like  in  Shape  to  a  Millepes 
or  Hog-loufe.  You  fee,  Sir,  that  Men  bring 
forth  Sooterkins  as  well  as  Women.  Nicho- 
laus  Flor.  God.  lib.  7.  cap.  1  8.  affirms,  that 
monftrous  Creatures,  of  fundry  Forms,  are 
generated  in  the  Wombs  of  Women,  fome- 
whiles  alone,  otherwhiles  with  a  Mola, 
fometimes  with  a  Child  naturally  and  well 
made,  as  Frogs,  Toads,  Serpents,  Lizards ; 
this  may  be  true  in  a  moral  Senle,  but  I’m 
hire  it  can  never  be  true  in  a  natural.  Jou - 
lertus  telleth  there  were  two  Italian  W omen 
brought  forth  each  of  them  a  monftrous 
Birth;  the  one  that  marry ’d  a  Taylor, 
brought  forth  a  thing  fo  little,  that  it  re- 
fembled  a  Rat  without  a  Tail,  but  the  o- 
ther,  a  Gentlewoman  brought  forth  a  larg¬ 
er,  for  it  was  of  the  Bignefi  of  a  Cat,  bo:h 
of  them  were  black,  and  as  foon  as  they 
came  out  of  the  Womb,  they  ran  up  high 
on  the  Wall  and  held  faft  thereon  with 
their  Nails.  I  can’t  fhun  making  this  Re¬ 
mark  upon  this  wonderful  Patlage,  that  if 
thefe  two  Italian  Women,  the  Taylor’s  Wife 
and  the  Gentlewoman  had  been  delivered 
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at  the  fame  time  in  the  fame  Room,  tlfic 
Gentlewoman’s  Cat  had  catch’d  the  Tay¬ 
lor’s  Wife’s  Rat,  which  would  occafion  fuch 
a  yelling  and  fqueeking,  that  would  have 
frighted  the  Spectators,  as  you  was  with 
your  Sooterkin.  As  for  Levinas  Lemmas, 
he  was  a  Collector  of  fabulous  nonfenfical 
Stories.  To  all  thefe  learned  Men,  toge- 
ther  with  your  felf,  I  prefer  another  learn¬ 
ed  Man,  who  without  Difpute,  is  one  of 
the  molt  excellent  Philofophers  in  our  Days, 
and  ProfefTor  of  Ph - k  in  a  certain  Col¬ 

lege  of  this  City,  who  owns  no  fuch  Ani¬ 
mal  as  the  Sooterkin.  If  it  were  above  or 
within  the  Bowels  of  the  Earth,  he  would 
have  it  among  his  valuable  Collections,  but 
he  fmil’d  at  me  when  I  ask’d  for  it.  Were 
there  any  Sooterkins  before  the  Flood  ?  or 
how  were  they  preferved  ?  Can  you  not 
procure  its  Skeleton  from  one  of  your  Cor- 
refpondents  ?  will  you  do  nothing  to  fatis- 
fy  and  convince  me  of  this  admirable  T ruth  ? 
or  fliall  I  disbelieve  it?  You  are  pleafed  to 
tell  us,  that  thele  Births  in  thofe  Parts  are 
often  attended  with  this  monfhous  little 
Animal  :  Why  thofe  Parts  more  than  any 
other  Parts  upon  the  Globe?  Are  there 
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no  French  Sooterkins  ?  no  Spanijh  Sooterkins  ? 
no  Irijh  Sooterkins ?  no  Scotch  Sooterkins? 
Strange!  Why  Holland  {hould  be  productive 
of  thefe  Animals  more  than  any  other  Part. 
As  for  England,  I  am  fure  there  is  not  one  Soo- 
terkin  in  it  all.  I  am  tired  in  purfuit  of  it,  for 
I  doubt  it’s  got  into  its  lurking  Hole  by 
reafbn  of  its  extraordinary  agility  of  Feet ; 
and  there  let  it  reft  till  you  can  puli  it  out 
by  its  hooked  Snout. 

I  hope  the  Ladies  and  Gentlewomen 
have  received  unfpeakable  Advantage  from 
your  wonderful  Medicines  advertifed  in 
the  Freeholder  s 'Journal,  JVednefday  OBober 
ii,  172.2,  which  I  fhall  tranfcribe  for 
the  Benefit  of  the  Publick,  and  give  you 
a  few  Remarks  upon  it. 

ADVERTISEMENT. 

Dr.  Giovanni,  by  his  Travels,  Practice, 
and  great  Experience  in  Italy,  France,  Ger¬ 
many,  Holland,  &c.  hath  (in  efpecial  man¬ 
ner)  acquired  the  perfect  Knowledge  of 
the  Myfteries  and  Secrets  of  Nature  in  all 
Cafes  of  Indifpofitions  and  Diftempers  in¬ 
cident  to  the  Female  Sex,  young  and  old, 
married  and  unmarried,  which  (under  God) 

he 
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he  infallibly  cures,  befides  Cafes  of  com¬ 
mon  Practice,  &c. 

He  rectifies  Barrennels  it  le If,  and  ren¬ 
ders  the  Party  deficient,  capable  of  Con¬ 
ception. 

He  immediately  difcovers  real  Concep¬ 
tion,  and  whether  a  Boy  or  a  Girl  be  con¬ 
ceived. 

He  gives  moft  neceflary  Directions  for 
Women  with  Child,  their  due  and  ordi¬ 
nary  way  of  living,  government  of  Health 
in  the  fir  ft,  fecond  and  laft  three  Months 
of  their  Times,  Ignorance  whereof  is  the 
Lois  and  Ruin  of  lo  many  Women  and 
Children. 

He  prevents  Abortion  or  untimely  De¬ 
livery  in  the  moft  dangerous  Gales,  and 
ftrengthens  the  debilated  or  weakned  V  eflels. 

He  alio  gives  the  Means  to  prevent  as 
well  as  to  facilitate  and  eale  a  difficult  and 
hard  Birth  and  Delivery. 

He’s  Mafter  of  many  more,  even  of 
the  greateft  Arcanums  of  Nature,  and  is 
to  be  fpoke  with  at  Mr.  Atkins’s  at  the 
Sign  of  the  Boy  and  White  Peruke,  the  fe¬ 
cond  Door  on  the  right  hand  in  A - 
rundel-freet ,  from  eight  to  eleven,  and 
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four  to  fevcti  j  and  on  previous  Notice  he 
attends  any  other  Hour.  And, 

February  6,  1711-3,  you  cauled  to  be 
put  into  the  laid  Papers  the  following 
Advertilement. 

Tho’  God  and  Nature  have  left  no 
Malady  without  its  proper  Remedy  for 
Cure  5  Men  are  left  to  ingenious  for  u  tiny 
for  difoovery.  As  then  the  better  Part  of 
the  World  hath  hitherto  been  at  a  Lois  for 
that  valuable  and  comfortable  Remedy 
which  (out  of  Mercy)  is  provided  for  Wo¬ 
man  in  the  Hour  of  her  appointed  Sorrow, 
Dr.  Giovanni  (out  of  tender  Regard  to 
the  Sex)  gives  Notice,  that  a  certain 
fimple  Sympathetick  Powder  to  be  u- 
fod  in  time  of  Labour  for  abating  the 
Pains,  haftning  the  Birth,  and  ftrength- 
ning  the  Woman  ("both  before  and  after 
Delivery)  is  to  be  had  at  Burtons  Coffee- 
Houle  in  Kings- jlreet  St.  'James’s ,  and  at 
his  own  Lodgings  (Mr.  Anderfons)  in 
Nev)  -  Cajlle  -  Court,  Butcher-rovo,  without 
Temple-Bar. 

And  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Publick,  that 
the  Price  may  foiit  every  Rank  of  People, 
it  is  fold  for  five  Shillings  a  Paper,  Sealed 
up  with  Printed  Directions.  N.  B. 
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N.  B.  The  abovemen tionecl  Powder 
never  yet  fail’d  of  anlwering  its  defired  Ef¬ 
fect  in  the  above  Cafes ;  and  for  a  further 
Defcription  of  it,  refer  to  the  Printed  Di¬ 
rections,  which  may  be  had  at  the  Places 
above. 

February  20th,  with  this  Addition. 

N.  B.  The  Powder  is  fealed  up  in  fuch 
Packets  as  may  be  conveyed  by  the  Poll  to 
any  Part  of  the  Country. 

REMARK  I. 

Giovanni .]  Is  an  Italian  Word  for  John, 
is  not  this  imposing  on  the  Vulgar,  and 
making  them  think  you  are  another 
Countryman  than  really  you  are?  It  is 
well  known  in  London  how  that  you  are 
a  Scotchman.  Is  not  this  enough  to  make 
all  the  Gentlemen  of  that  Country  fuf- 
peCted  of  Falfhood  ?  Is  not  this  Equivoca¬ 
tion  with  a  witnefs?  It  feems  your  Pa¬ 
rents  have  not  behaved  themfelves  orderly 
and  decently  in  their  Conjugal  Duties  ac¬ 
cording  to  your  memorable  Caution  to 
others,  like  rational  Men,  that  their  Per- 
fons  may  be  fucceeded  not  by  an  oppro¬ 
brious  Race,  but  by  an  univocal  Gene- 
.  z  rations 
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ration  (for  you  are  of  the  equivocal  Kind) 
and  will  find  it  hard  Work  by  this  Conduct 
to  convince  the  W  orld  that  you  are  a  Man 
of  Probity  and  Integrity  both  of  Body  and 
Mind. 

REMARK  II. 

Acquired  the  perfect  Knowledge  of  the 
Myfleries  and  Secrets  of  Nature  in  all  Ga¬ 
les.]  May  not  you  blufh  at  this  Allertion  ? 
Hippocrates  himfelf  was  not  lo  happy  as 
Dr.  Giovanni  \  (all  Cafes)  the  belt  of  our 
Phyficians  cannot  lay  fa. 

!:■■//  REMARK  III. 

Immediately  difeovers  real  Conception, 
and  whether  a  Boy  or  a  Girl.]  You  might 
have  laid,  or  Sooterkin. 

REMARK  IV. 

Mailer  of  the  greatell  Arcamms  in  Na¬ 
ture.]  Looks  not  this  like  a  Quack,  and 
unbecoming  a  regular  Phyfician  who  never 
boalts  beyond  his  Line? 

REMARK  V. 

Under  God.]  Is  not  this  taking  the  Name 
of  God  in  vain,  who  will  never  concur 

with 


(  3l  ) 

With  an  ignorant  Prefcription,  and  blefs 
improper  Means?  If  a  Man  ftiould  pre- 
lcribe  corrofive  Sublimate  in  a  large  Dole 
inwardly,  and  fay,  by  Gods  Blelfing,  it 
would  cure  the  Patient,  would  he  not 
mock  God  ?  Every  Thing  works  accord¬ 
ing  to  Nature,  and  we  are  not  to  exped 
Miracles. 

REMARK  VI. 

Infallibly  cures]  I  went  once  to  a  Tur- 
ner’s-fhop  near  Fleet-Jireet ,  being  direded 
thither  by  a  Bill  put  in  my  Hand  in  the 
Street  to  receive  a  Medicine  which  infalli¬ 
bly  cures  the  Leprofy.  I  asked  the  Price, 
they  told  me  a  Crown ;  fo  I  put  the  Crown 
in  another  Man’s  Hand,  to  be  given  in 
cafe  of  the  Cure  5  no,  he  would  not  truft 
that,  he  would  have  me  to  believe  it  in¬ 
fallible,  though  he  did  not  believe  it  him- 
felf.  Implicit  Faith  will  never  go  down 
with  me. 


REMARK  VII. 

For  the  Benefit  of  thePublick.]  This  is 
pretended,  but  what  is  meant  by  it,  I 
leave  to  others  to  judge. 
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REMARK  VIII.  .  .... 
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Barrennels,  e^'c.]  This  can  never  fail 
of  rendring  you  acceptable  to  the  fair  Sex, 
provided  you  can  bring  them  into  a  firm 
Belief  of  what  you  lay.  But  why  (Barennels 
itfelf?)  in  my  Opinion  Barennefs  it  lelf 
cannot  be  cured.  Barennels  may  be  cured, 
but  what  can  a  Man  not  do,  who  has  ar¬ 
rived  at  Perfection,  and  is  Mailer  of  the 
greateft  Arcanums  in  Nature  ? 

Sir,  A  tree  and  publick  Recantation 
of  thole  Errors  and  Ablurdities,  will  be 
an  Honour  done  to  Truth,  and  a  Satis¬ 
faction  to 

Tour  mofl  humble  Servant, 


Philalethes. 


